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The Ghosts of
Bronxville Return
by Ellen de Saint Phalle with Erin Saluti

Photos by Richard D. Cole

On October 16, just aer sunset, 225
children and their chaperones took lighted
candles and wandered up to the hilltop
searching for e Ghosts of Bronxville.
Guided by artist Bill Dowling’s hand-drawn
map, they encountered a macabre mother
(BHS Senior Olivia Samios), a ghostly girl
(BHS Senior Natalie Arenzon), two straitjacketed
patients (BHS Seniors Kathleen Conaton and
Gabby Markola), a spectral servant laden
with laundry (BHS Senior Dryden Quigley),
a train conductor (BHS Senior Danny von
Albade), and a morbid milkman (BHS
Sophomore Griﬃn Garbarini). A spooky
violinist (BHS Senior Hillary Rizzo) serenaded
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visitors as they navigated the route. Prominent residents,
long since dead, had returned to Bronxville that crisp fall
night eager to visit their old haunts, share stories from their
fascinating lives and remind the living of their important
place in Bronxville’s history.
e ghost of Edmund Clarence Stedman (Sarah
Lawrence Student/Actor Sterling Figueroa) invited guests
to join him on the Fitzgibbons family’s porch. Sitting in
an upholstered chair and sipping cognac, Stedman called
attention to 3 Wellington Circle, his former home across
the street, insisting that “the best view of my house is from
right here on this porch.” Stedman said he penned many
of his poems and edited the complete works of Edgar Allen
Poe while living in Bronxville and working as a banker on
Wall Street. He proudly proclaimed his eﬀorts earned him
the title of “banker-poet.” During his brief visit among the
living, the former poet of Wall Street read Poe’s famous
poem “e Raven” to a rapt audience.
Nearby, at the home of current Bronxville resident
Arthur Taylor, the ghost of William Van Duzer Lawrence
(Sarah Lawrence Student/Actor Ethan Graham-Horowitz)
paced the porch recounting the terrifying night his son
suﬀered an appendicitis attack. He recalled the desperate
sense of urgency in transporting his son from “this very
home” onto the train into New York City for medical care.
Fortunately his son survived, but aer that harrowing
experience, Lawrence was determined that no one else
would have to travel far to acquire proper medical
treatment. He established Lawrence Hospital and, gazing
out from the porch’s high perch, Lawrence marveled at
his legacy. Lawrence Hospital, Sarah Lawrence College
and the many houses from the original artists’ colony
he helped establish more than 100 years ago continue
to be important village landmarks.
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William Augustus Bates (Sarah Lawrence Student/
Actor Brad Crownover), the architect Lawrence brought to
Bronxville in the 1890s to create the turn-of-the-century
artists’ colony, also returned to the hilltop. Although Bates
spent his last days in his brother’s hilltop home on Lookout
Avenue, his ghost was happy to take up residence in one of
his other original designs. Meandering around the porch
of the home currently owned by the Russo family, Bates
delighted in the structure’s lasting style, and asserted that
the Russo home, like all his other Bronxville creations, was
designed to reﬂect Lawrence’s naturalistic approach to
development. He reﬂected with great pride that the model
suburban community he helped Lawrence create continues
to ﬂourish today.
e Ghosts of Bronxville also included two prominent
female residents. Journalist, entrepreneur, and social
advocate Harriet Hubbard Ayer (Sarah Lawrence Student/
Actor Jackie Harris) and American painter Mary Fairchild
MacMonnies Low (Sarah Lawrence Student/Actor Talia
Langman) made spirited visits to their former village.
Ayer revealed the horrifying story of her family’s
estrangement and her committal and subsequent escape
from the Bronxville Insane Asylum. Even in death, Ayer
proved to be a formidable advocate for mental health.
Although haunted by her past, Ayer’s ghost took solace in
knowing the Asylum no longer exists, and the owners of
the village house to which she returned — the McCloskey
family — were relieved to know that ghosts were not ensconced in their home. Unlike Harriet Hubbard Ayer, Mary
Low returned to Bronxville with little anxiety or fear and
was pleased to ﬁnd her home so well loved by the Saluti
family. Entering the great room that was once her studio,
the artist found her paints and an unﬁnished canvas set up
on an easel in front of a roaring ﬁre. She eagerly resumed


painting while reminiscing about the varied and talented
artists she knew in her lifetime, including Augustus St.
Gaudens and Robert Louis Stevenson. Low delighted in
reading from “Lines to Will Low,” a poem written by
Stevenson as a gi to her husband which is etched into the
St. Gaudens’ medallion in the chimney breast. Looking
up at the sculpted oval and the small chips still visible at
its base, Low lamented her vain attempt to remove the
medallion when she sold the house.
e Sarah Lawrence actors, all graduate theater
students under the direction of fellow graduate student Emily
Ritger, helped bring e Ghosts of Bronxville to life. e set
designs at each home included authentic antique props, and
backdrops by artist Marc Pollack. Architect and Conservancy
board member Anderson Kenny created window silhouettes
that glowed from the houses’ upper rooms speciﬁcally
referencing each ghost’s tale. outside, children played vintage
harvest games including Donut on a String, Pin the Beak on
the owl and Pumpkin/Spoon races.
Erin Saluti, Michelle McBride and Staﬀord Meyer,
co-founders and chairs of the Young Families Committee
of the Bronxville Historical Conservancy, developed the
concept of e Ghosts of Bronxville in 2013 with the goal

of involving families with young children with the history
of Bronxville. For its second run, they enlisted committee
members Emily Liggitt, Cece Heraty, Maree Cutaia,
Christine Fitzgibbons, Laura van Tienhoven, Lyndal
Vermette, Jennifer Russo and Tina Adams Hallaby to
assist in the complicated facilitation of the event and all
manner of production including costume selection, lighting
and props. In addition, 60 villagers volunteered to help
create a magical evening rich in history and family fun.
Co-Chair Erin Saluti observed that “the committee was
thrilled to have the support of such a strong event staﬀ
of all ages,” and speciﬁcally cited the Taylor family’s
contribution spanning three generations: “From Arthur
Taylor lending his porch at 12 Sunset, to his daughter
Margaret Conaton coordinating the Bronxville High School
actors, and granddaughter Kathleen Conaton portraying
a wandering ghost, the multi-generational aspect of this
event is very special and uniquely Bronxville.”
e Ghosts of Bronxville is one of many special
opportunities for school-age children and their parents
to engage in Bronxville’s history and furthers the
Conservancy’s mission to foster an awareness of the
village’s architectural, artistic and cultural heritage.
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Bronxville Veterans Memorial Website
Is Now Interactive

Photo courtesy Local History Room

by Liz Folberth

Cornelia Fort was a Sarah Lawrence graduate who
learned to ﬂy, served in the WAFS (Women’s Auxiliary
Ferrying Squadron), and was the ﬁrst woman to die while
on active duty in World War II. You can learn more about
her life and service, and that of 1, 576 other home-grown veterans, by accessing the Bronxville Veterans Memorial (BVM)
website available via the homepage of the Bronxville Historical Conservancy website.
e BVM, founded by local residents Jane Staunton and
Cindi Callahan in 2008, started as an annual Memorial Day
exhibit, was ﬁrst displayed at the Bronxville Women’s Club,
and later moved to the Bronxville School so that the

Clockwise from top le: Cornelia Fort, Robert Bisconti, Eddie
Rickenbacker, Mary Westmoreland.
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students could learn about the history and contributions of
local veterans. Aer seven years, the physical exhibit,
consisting of reproductions of village photos from the WWI
and WWII periods, memorabilia donated by local residents
and a collection of personal stories of service personnel,
began to show some wear and tear. e solution, fully funded
by the Conservancy, was to create a website that could not
only house the information but preserve it in an electronic
format. e BVM website is now fully interactive and
accessible to all.
To help you easily navigate the website, the top portion is
a mosaic of photos of Bronxville during the war years,
followed by the Honor Roll listing the names of 1,577
Bronxville veterans (who must live or have lived in the 10708
zip code), who have served or are currently serving in the
armed forces. e Honor Roll can be sorted by war, branch
of service, individual name and by gender. By clicking on a
person’s name, you can pull up biographical data which varies
by individual according to the available information. At the
bottom of the website, which will continue to be a work in
progress, there is a Contact section for people to submit new,
additional or corrected information.
e BVM website is a treasure trove of information
about neighbors who served our country. Does the very ﬁrst
name on the list—Frank Abagnale—ring a bell? He was the
father of Frank Abagnale, Jr., the genial con man played by
Leonardo DiCaprio in the ﬁlm Catch Me If You Can. other
notables are John F. Kennedy and his brothers, who lived in
Bronxville prior to moving to Boston; Ed McMahon, Johnny
Carson’s sidekick, who was awarded six medals as a colonel in
the Marines; and Eddie Rickenbacker, World War II ﬂying ace
who went on to found Eastern Airlines. But just as
important are those less famous still living in our midst,
such as Mary Westmoreland, a retired U.S. Army colonel who
served in the Persian Gulf, and Robert Bisconti, a
young U.S. Army captain and bronze medalist, who recently
returned from Afghanistan and is stationed at Fort Carson,
Colorado.

William Lawrence:
A Brooklyn Connection
by Eloise Morgan
It is well known that William Van Duzer Lawrence
developed what is now the Lawrence Park National Historic
District in Bronxville, but his connection with an important
historic district in Brooklyn has only recently been unearthed.
e story of Lawrence’s purchases of Brooklyn real estate in
the 1890s was reported by his granddaughter Lucia Meigs
Andrews in her 1984 book, Sketches of Lawrence Enterprises.
Lawrence bought the properties, including eight houses and
an apartment building on Decatur Street, to help his younger
brother James who was in ﬁnancial diﬃculties. James was “a
handsome, ﬁne fellow but without stability,” whom Lawrence
“helped . . . in business time and time again.” is summer
Ray Geselbracht, volunteer archivist at the Bronxville Local
History Room, who was cataloging William Lawrence’s 1896
handwritten ledger, discovered the street addresses of the
Decatur Street houses.
Further research revealed that all nine of the Decatur
Street buildings survive today as part of the Brooklyn
Stuyvesant Heights Historic District created by New York
City’s Landmarks Preservation Commission in 1971 and
expanded in 2013. e district contains more than 1,200
structures, mainly three- and four-story masonry row
houses dating from the late 19th century, which form
“extraordinary streetscapes of row houses,” according to
the 2013 Historic District Designation Report.
e row houses in the district typically were built by
speculators as single-family homes for rent or sale. James
Lawrence was one such speculator and is credited as the
original owner/builder of at least 15 buildings in the
neighborhood. William had apparently funded part of the
construction costs. As William wrote in his 1896 ledger, he
took deeds to the nine Decatur Street properties in August
1894 in part payment of “advances made by me toward
[James’] speculations in Brooklyn real estate.” ree of the
houses (281, 283 & 291 Decatur) are part of a group of 10
“strikingly handsome” Romanesque Revival style row
houses all built by James in 1890, according to the
Designation Report. Another four (317, 319, 321 & 323
Decatur) comprise a group of four-story brick and
brownstone row houses in Romanesque and Renaissance
Revival style. Another purchase (305 Decatur) is a four-story
brick apartment house. e only house not originally built
by James (275 Decatur) is the middle unit of a group of ﬁve
1893 row houses constructed in a heavy Romanesque
Revival style.
In the decades since Lawrence’s investment, the area
has changed dramatically in character, from its early
existence as the home of well-to-do families of New England
origins and German and Irish immigrants until, by the 1960s,

TWo RoW HoUSES AT 281 AND 283 DECATUR STREET, BRooKLYN,
that William Lawrence purchased in 1894 from his brother James,
a real estate speculator who built them and other buildings in what
is now the Stuyvesant Heights Expanded Historic District. e 1971
Historic District Designation Report noted that these residences
“display a wealth of stone carving providing a pleasant contrast to
their rough-hewn brownstone and Roman orange brick facades.
e doorways of 281-288 . . . are interestingly paired under broad,
low, three centered arches which are ﬂanked by similar arches over
the adjoining triple windows. e stone tympani above the doorways
have checkerboard patterns allowing light to pass through the
small square openings. Handsomely carved panels beneath the
second story windows feature grotesque masks set against a leafy
background.”

the area was suﬀering from deteriorating building stock and
troubled social conditions. More recently, however, according
to the 2013 Designation Report, the neighborhood has become one of the “most desirable places to live in New York
City.” As e New York Times reported in 2014, because the
area “was not an aﬄuent neighborhood” in the 20th century,
“many of its homes were never renovated and have a level of
original detailing not found even in the city’s most wellknown townhouse neighborhoods.” e two-family, six-bedroom row house at 321 Decatur once owned by William
Lawrence is now on the market for just under $1.6 million.
e Brooklyn landmark designation protects properties
from exterior modiﬁcations (unlike the National Historic
District designation of Lawrence Park in Bronxville), and
the Lawrence buildings survive today with much of their
original exterior features intact.
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Bronxville Historical Conservancy members visit the Connecticut River Museum,

Cruising to Connecticut
by Judy Unis
Bronxville Historical Conservancy members and
their guests enjoyed the Conservancy’s annual boat cruise
on Sunday, September 27. Departing from the pier at the
World’s Fair Marina in Queens on a lovely Sunday morning,
we cruised on Long Island Sound and up the Connecticut
River. Aer lunch on the SeaStreak ferry, we arrived at
the Connecticut River Museum in Essex, CT.
e Connecticut River Foundation at Steamboat
Dock was established in 1974 as a small, all-volunteer
organization dedicated to the dream of establishing a
museum that would preserve the history of the Connecticut
River and its people. e purchase of the 1878 Steamboat
Warehouse building, docks and surrounding property
was the beginning of that dream becoming a reality.
Now the only one of its type remaining on the river, the
Warehouse has been listed on the National Register of
Historic Places. e Connecticut River Museum currently
plays an important role in collecting and protecting
manuscripts, books, art and artifacts of regional
signiﬁcance and focuses on the marine environment
and maritime heritage of the Connecticut River Valley.
e museum's collection includes a full-scale replica
of the Turtle, the ﬁrst American submarine, which was
constructed in Essex in 1776 for use against the British.
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Excellent exhibits highlight the role of the Connecticut
River during the American Revolution and the British
burning of Essex during the War of 1812. Essex is one of
the few American towns ever to be attacked by a foreign
power. is occurred on April 8, 1814, and the economic
losses were among the largest sustained by the United
States during the War of 1812. Twenty-eight vessels, with
a total value estimated to be close to $200,000 (at a time
when a very large two-story home in Essex, then known
as Potapaug Point, would have been worth no more than
$1,000), were destroyed by the British. one historian has
called it the "Pearl Harbor" of that war. During our visit,
in addition to touring the museum, we were addressed by
Dr. Richard Buel, professor emeritus of American history
at Wesleyan University. Dr. Buel has written a wellreceived history of the war entitled America on the Brink:
How the Political Struggle over the War of 1812 Almost
Destroyed the Young Republic.
Aer touring the museum, we also were able to stroll
around the lovely colonial town of Essex and then board
the ferry for a leisurely trip back down the river. As we
entered the Sound once again, we were greeted by the city
lights and a spectacular view of New York at night.

Photos by Allaire Warner, Neely Bower and Marilynn Hill

dedicated to preserving the maritime heritage of the Connecticut River Valley.
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The Bronxville Historical Conservancy was founded in 1998 to further the understanding and appreciation of the history and current life of
the Village of Bronxville, New York.The Conservancy furthers its mission through the presentation of programs, publications, lectures and
special events that foster an awareness of the village’s architectural, artistic and cultural heritage and lends its support for projects designed
to strengthen and preserve those legacies. If you would like to become a member, visit our website www.bronxvillehistoricalconservancy.org
or mail a check for $50 or more to P.O. Box 989, Bronxville, NY 10708.

Conservancy Funds a Newspaper
Digitization Project

Bob Riggs, Life Co-Chair of the Conservancy, and
Eloise L. Morgan, Bronxville Village Historian,
deliver the ﬁrst of 114 microﬁlm reels of old local
weekly newspapers to an employee (right) of Hudson
Archival, a digitizing company in upstate New York.
Partially funded by the Conservancy, the newspapers
will be digitized and made searchable online during
the coming year. e papers, all of which have ceased
publication, contain news of Bronxville, Tuckahoe and
Eastchester from 1902 through 2007.
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e Conservancy has voted $20,000 to support the digitization of more
than a century of local weekly newspapers which will be searchable by
anyone with an Internet connection. e Eastchester 350th Anniversary
celebration had earlier provided $21,000 in funding.
e digitization of nine diﬀerent, no-longer-published Bronxville,
Eastchester and Tuckahoe weekly newspapers, amounting to more than
100,000 pages and covering the period 1902 through 2007, has already
begun. Bronxville Village Historian Eloise L. Morgan, who is coordinating
the digitization project, noted: “ese newspapers contain cultural and
historical information about all three communities that is available
nowhere else, and they should be available on line within the coming year.”
Anyone, including historical researchers, genealogists and students doing
primary source research projects, who wants to ﬁnd out about the
community’s past will be able to search the newspapers’ complete contents,
including ads, from their home computer. Digitized issues of the old papers
will “go live” in batches in the coming months, and the public will be
notiﬁed when each group is available with details on how to access them on
a website maintained by the Southeastern NY Library Resources Council.
e newspapers involved are: e Bronxville Review, e [Bronxville]
News, e Eastchester Citizen Bulletin, e Bronxville Press, e Bronxville
Review Press, e Tuckahoe Record, e Bronxville Reporter, e Bronxville
Review Press & Reporter, and e Tuckahoe Daily. All of the newspapers
covered news of Eastchester, Tuckahoe and Bronxville.

