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Pulitzer Prize-Winning Author
Delivers Bewitching Lecture
By Marilynn Hill
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author Stacy Schiﬀ
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Stacy Schiﬀ, Pulitzer Prize-winning
biographer and best-selling author, delivered the
18th Brendan Gill Lecture to an enthusiastic,
near-capacity crowd on April 15 at Sarah
Lawrence College.
Jack Bierwirth, who co-chairs the Bronxville
Historical Conservancy with Erin Saluti,
welcomed the audience and, on behalf of the
Conservancy, thanked Karen Lawrence,
President of Sarah Lawrence College, for
her hospitality in opening the campus to
the community for the annual event, a
town-gown partnership that has ﬂourished
for nearly two decades.
Schiﬀ ’s ﬁrst four books, all biographies,
have garnered accolades and national prizes.
Vera won the Pulitzer Prize; Saint-Exupéry:
A Biography was a Pulitzer ﬁnalist; A Great
Improvisation: Franklin, France, and the Birth
of America received the George Washington
Book Prize and was named Best Book of
the Year by four major newspapers.

Cleopatra: A Life appeared on most yearend best book lists, including e New York
Times Top Ten Books of 2010. For her ﬁh
book, also at the top of a number of mustread book lists, Schiﬀ expanded her scope
by writing a group biography, e Witches,
Salem, 1692.
Schiﬀ was introduced by Marilynn Hill,
Brendan Gill Committee chair, who noted
that without question “Schiﬀ ’s talent is
biography…. She is widely acclaimed for
her ability to set scenes brilliantly, and to
understand and shape her characters. As a
skilled story teller, with an exceptional gi
for craing her prose, she is touted by many
as without equal.”
Schiﬀ began her talk by saying that
probably her most frequently asked question
is “how do you select your subjects?” She
noted that she begins by exploring a number
of potential subjects she likes until one
becomes a sort of obsession.
(Continued on page 7)
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Bill Dowling, Conservancy board member; Mayor Mary Marvin; and Village Administrator
James Palmer stand on a nearly-completed section of the yellow brick road.

Restoration Begins on Historic

Yellow Brick Road
by William Q. Dowling

e ﬁnal phase of the restoration of one of Bronxville’s
historic brick roads is now underway. Workers began
installing bricks on Park Avenue on April 19 and expect to
complete the installation by mid-May. e bricks are exact
replicas of the damaged historic bricks that were removed
last fall. ey were funded by the Bronxville Historical
Conservancy.
Brick roads were built on the steepest parts of the
Lawrence Park Hilltop early in the last century in order to
provide more traction when going up and down the hill.
Some of the village’s old brick roads have been paved over,
but the Conservancy felt that these historic roads are such
an important part of village history that we should make
every eﬀort to preserve the ones that are le. In fact, in
many places, such as Georgetown, the trend is to retain
and restore their brick roads. e roads not only add to the
charm of the neighborhoods, but also properly laid, they
last well over 100 years.
In her April 20 column for My Hometown Bronxville,
Mayor Mary Marvin noted, “Lasting 100-plus years, this
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road has proven to be the most cost-eﬀective in the village,
as it would have been paved ten-plus times by now if
originally blacktop. It proves the old adage that sometimes
the more expensive choice proves to be the bargain.”
e Conservancy’s project began over two years ago
when board member Anderson Kenny began researching
brick makers who could reproduce the original bricks.
Once a manufacturer was located and a cost determined,
the Conservancy petitioned the Village Board to consider
re-bricking the road instead of paving it with asphalt.
e Village Board approved the proposal in September
2014, when the Conservancy agreed to pay for the cost
of reproducing the bricks. e Conservancy’s total
contribution to the project is $102,500.
Bronxville’s new Village Administrator, Jim Palmer,
and Mayor Mary Marvin, have been enthusiastic supporters
of the project and were on hand the ﬁrst day of construction
to observe the brick laying. ey have been involved every
step of the way to ensure that the project will become a
reality.
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An original street sign complete with ornate metal brackets.

The street sign at the corner of Elm Rock and Masterton
exemplifies the deteriorating condition of village street signs, and it is
slated to be one of the first to be replaced.

Restoring Bronxville’s Distinctive but Aging Street Signs
by Rick Shearer
Bronxville will soon have its iconic, architecturally
distinctive and historically signiﬁcant street signs restored
to a standard not seen since their original design and
installation in the 1920s. is achievement represents
another example of the Bronxville Historical Conservancy
working with the Village of Bronxville to provide both
historical architectural advice and a portion of the
ﬁnancial resources to conserve Bronxville’s history.
e ﬁrst installment of the signs has been ordered and
should be erected over the course of the summer, the
culmination of a multi-year eﬀort, the length of which
seems to be a time-honored Bronxville tradition—the
initial discussion of installing the street signs originated
more than 100 years ago and lasted more than a decade.
Identifying a company with the capability to
fabricate and restore the signs to the quality of the
originals was the biggest challenge. Fortunately,
Anderson Kenny, a Conservancy board member, is
also the founder and principal owner of Anderson Kenny
Architecture on Madison Avenue in Manhattan. rough
his business contacts and relationships, the village placed
an order with Wainland’s Inc. in Astoria, N.Y., to custom
fabricate and ﬁnish the ﬁve to eight pieces each street
sign requires. e Historical Conservancy paid for the
cost of the molds and Kenny worked closely with the
fabricator and village personnel to ensure that the
architectural integrity and design quality of the ﬁnished
product faithfully replicates the original street signs.
Other clients of Wainland’s include Versace, Martha
Stewart and Polo Ralph Lauren.
Bronxville’s street signs have been a topic of concern
since the beginning of the 20th century. Only a few years

aer Bronxville became a village, articles appeared in
e Bronxville Review from 1903 to 1905, discussing the
need for street signs. Village trustees, including local
architects and artists, decided that if “Bronxville is to have
street signs…they will be ornamental as well as useful.”
Nothing more can be found in the historical archives
until two decades later when, in April 1924, e Review
reported, “Street signs are needed throughout the village.
e Planning Commission would appreciate receiving
suggestions or appropriate designs in this connection.”
By September of 1925, the trustees had accepted an
elaborate design and a mockup was on display in Village
Hall, but the design appeared to go nowhere due to cost
concerns.
ings ﬁnally accelerated in the spring of 1926 when
H. T. Schladermundt, a muralist and resident of Lawrence
Park, proposed a new design. At the same time, the
Village Trustees recognized that Bronxville needed to move
beyond being a community where “addresses” were based
merely on district names such as “Lawrence Park,” “Crow’s
Nest Woods,” and “Sagamore Park.” Street names throughout the village, such as Woodland Avenue, Woodland
Terrace and Woodside Avenue, were also renamed and
simpliﬁed.
e original signs, many of which are still standing
in the village today, were ordered late in 1926 from the
Municipal Street Sign Company of New York and erected
in the spring of 1927. With this task completed, the
conversation of the trustees turned to the desirability of
installing sidewalks throughout the village. It seems no
hasty nor rash decisions were made in this regard—a
time-honored Bronxville tradition.
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Bronxville Historical Conservancy Membership Grows 60 Percent
by Michelle McBride and Tom Welling
In the last decade, membership in the Bronxville
Historical Conservancy has grown 60 percent to 522
households in 2015. Founded in 1998, the Conservancy
remains a robust and active organization with, perhaps
surprisingly, a diverse geographic membership. e name
notwithstanding, membership is not conﬁned to Bronxville
village residents or those in the 10708 zip code area. While
the majority of the members live locally, approximately
15 percent of the members, most of whom are former
residents, reside in 50 diﬀerent zip codes within 10 states
across the country. eir ongoing support and involvement
is a testament to the importance they place on the work
of the Conservancy. Current projects include restoring an
original brick road, replacing damaged and worn street
signs, establishing a Veterans Memorial website and
helping to digitize more than a century of local newspapers.

In addition to the laudable projects, membership has
been boosted by numerous enjoyable and educational
events. ese include the annual Brendan Gill Lecture,
local house tours, boat trips to historic sites, the “Guests of
the Gramatan” gala in 2014, and the “Ghosts of Bronxville”
Halloween event. e latter has fostered a surge of interest
in the Conservancy from families with young children.
The Conservancy concludes the year with a complimentary
Annual Meeting and cocktail reception to which all members
are invited.
Another beneﬁt of membership is this newsletter,
e Chronicle, which keeps members up to date on the
Conservancy’s activities. Please feel free to share your copy
with friends and neighbors who may not be aware
of the Conservancy and its mission.

Conservancy Seeks Nominations for Preservation Award
by Jack Bierwirth
People’s United Bank was honored with the Bronxville
Historical Conservancy’s ﬁrst Preservation Award in 2015
for its restoration of the 1920s Gramatan National Bank
clock. Located in a plaza next to the
Bronxville Metro-North station, the
clock was a landmark to generations of
Bronxville residents and visitors, but it
had fallen into disrepair and was no
longer functional.
e historic fabric of the Bronxville
community is one that requires continuing
preservation, restoration, and conservation which is why, in 2015, the Conservancy decided
to establish a preservation award to recognize those
individuals, organizations, and businesses that have
undertaken projects demonstrating an exceptional
commitment to preserving Bronxville’s rich past and
unique character.
More than one individual, business or organization
may be honored in a given year, but an award will not
necessarily be given every year. e emphasis is on
recognizing all exceptional work whenever and wherever
it occurs.
Individuals, businesses, and organizations receiving
the award will be given a bronze plaque suitable for
permanent display on the exterior of a building.
At the inaugural Gill Lecture Series in 1999, Paul
Goldberger, one of America’s preeminent architecture
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critics, spoke of e Power of Place. He called the village of
Bronxville “physically… as close to perfect as any in this
country.” Building and preserving Bronxville involves many
caring and thoughtful members of
the community. e goal of the
Preservation Award is to recognize
and support the eﬀorts of those who
are working to ensure that future
generations enjoy the same historic
community.
Awards are given for exceptional work
in any of the following areas:
• Architectural Restoration
• Conservation of Architectural Elements
• Renovations and Additions
• Garden and Landscape Design
• Crasmanship and Fine Arts
• Preservation of the Historical Record
• Stewardship and Advocacy
e deadline for the Preservation Award is Sept. 15, 2016
and nominations should be submitted to:
Bronxville Historical Conservancy
P.O. Box 989
Bronxville NY 10708
Attn: Chair, Preservation Awards Committee

Renowned Architect’s Portrait and Drawings
Returned to Bronxville
by Eloise Morgan

Kenneth G. How) for designing more than
50 private homes, seven townhouse groups
and nine large apartment buildings that still
exist in Bronxville. He also helped design
the Hotel Gramatan, the ﬁrst public school
and the original Village Hall, all of which
have been demolished. At his death in 1922,
Bates’ oﬃce records were le to How, an
architect who seems to have le little trace in
history other than his
partnership with Bates.
Bates bequeathed his
personal possessions,
including the sketchbooks,
to his brother, Colonel
Charles F. Bates, who lived
in Lawrence Park with his
extended family, including
his daughter Frances.
Aer the Colonel died
in 1944, the family
relocated to Texas.
Following the death of
their mother, Frances’
four daughters, all of
whom still call Texas
home, have been going
through her possessions and concluded that these Bates
items really belonged in Bronxville.
“Even though they never lived in Bronxville, Will
Bates’ grandnieces have an amazing appreciation for their
family’s connection with the village and a real understanding of their great uncle’s importance to our architecture and
history,” said Village Historian Eloise L. Morgan. “We have
only one other image of Bates, a gi
many years ago from his family, and
these amazing sketchbooks, the only
original Bates material in our archives,
are a wonderful contribution to
Bronxville’s history.”
e Bronxville History Center
is located in the Bronxville library and
is usually open from 1:00 p.m. – 5:00
p.m. on ursdays or by appointment,
Tel: 914-779-9391.
photo credit: Ray Geselbracht

A beautiful 1917 studio photograph
of William Bates, Bronxville’s most
proliﬁc turn-of-the-20th-century
architect, as well as dozens of his
architectural sketches, were recently
donated to the Bronxville History
Center.
Bates’ four grandnieces, sisters
Nancy Wells Warder, Katherine Wells
Power, Marianne Wells and Sarah Wells
Macias, traveled to Bronxville from Texas in
January to donate the architect’s early 20th century
sketchbooks. In April, Macias returned with the
photograph, which the sisters had recently
discovered.
William Augustus Bates was the dominant
architectural ﬁgure in the early years of Lawrence
Park and Bronxville. He moved to New York City
around 1872, where he was an architect with Herter
Brothers and McKim, Mead & White. In the 1880s
Bates was a founder of the Architectural Sketch Club
in Manhattan where young architects would meet to
do sketching exercises over a meal. His leather-bound
notebooks now in the History Center, each measuring
4” x 7” or smaller, are “ﬁeld sketchbooks” ﬁlled with
detailed drawings of buildings and interior and
exterior architectural elements, none of which appear
to relate to any Bronxville structure.
When William Lawrence began developing Lawrence
Park in 1890, Bates, who had grown up in Lawrence’s
hometown of Monroe, Mich., found himself with a patron
who would keep him busy for the rest of his life. Bates
designed most of the early houses in Lawrence Park and
was eventually responsible (aer 1910 with partner

William A. Bates’ four grandnieces, l-r: Sarah Wells Macias, Marianne Wells, Bronxville Historian
Eloise L. Morgan, Katherine Wells Power, and Nancy Wells Warder.
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Digitized Newspaper Archives
Drawing hundreds of viewers
by Eloise Morgan
In March alone, more than 1,000 viewers searched
e Bronxville Review (published 1902-1937) and perused
more than 75,000 pages of the newly digitized and
searchable newspaper archives of the Bronxville area’s
historic newspapers, a project co-funded by the Bronxville
Historical Conservancy and the Eastchester 350th
Anniversary committee. By early April, seven diﬀerent
newspaper titles were fully or partially online. e
Bronxville Review-Press, published 1937-2000, began
going online in early April. Additional papers will be made
available every few weeks, with the entire collection of
more than 100,000 pages, including The Bronxville Reporter
and the Review Press Express, expected to be posted
during 2016.
“We are thrilled by the number of people who are
already reading our historic newspapers,” said Bronxville
Village Historian Eloise L. Morgan, who is spearheading
the digitization project.
e papers can be searched by the public at the Hudson
River Valley Heritage Historical Newspapers website,
news.hrvh.org.

The Tuckahoe Record, published from 1925 to 1931, is now fully
searchable online at news.hrvh.org. As this screenshot of the March19,
1929 issue illustrates, The Record often covered news of Bronxville and
Eastchester as well as Tuckahoe events.

The Review began publishing in 1902 in Bronxville as “A Weekly Journal
of the Town of Eastchester.” A screenshot from a 1905 issue is shown.
Issues from 1902 through 1927 are now searchable online at
news.hrvh.org. This paper and its successors continued publishing
through 2007, all of which will go online in 2016.

Three New Trustees Join Conservancy Board
Peter Hicks is currently a co-founder
and managing director of a private
equity investment ﬁrm based in New
York and Atlanta. Peter and his wife,
Kathryn, have lived in Bronxville
for over 25 years. Peter has been a
member of the executive committee
and board of governors of Lawrence
Hospital, a member of the strategic
planning committee of e Bronxville School, served as an
adjunct faculty member at the Columbia Business School
and is currently on a number of private company boards.
Peter is a Trustee Emeritus of Wesleyan University and
holds an MBA from the University of Virginia.
Lorraine Shanley is President of
Market Partners International, a
consultancy in New York that works
with publishers and other content
producers, in the US and internationally.
She grew up in London and has lived
in the Bronxville area for more than 20
years with her husband, David Snyder.
In addition to historical conservation,
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her interests include media and education, and she serves on
the board of the NYU Center for Publishing as well as Classroom Inc. and the Jeﬀerson Fellowship Committee at the University of Virginia, where she received her M.A.
Irena Choi Stern is currently a
communications consultant for
Bloomberg Philanthropies. Until
retiring in June 2014, she was the
assistant dean for alumni relations
for Columbia Journalism School. She
and her husband Bruce have lived in
Bronxville since 1992. Irena was on
the Bronxville School Board, president
of the Bronxville PTA, president of the
Lawrence Park Hilltop Association and
is currently on the boards of the Bronxville Field Club and
Adult School. She is a freelance journalist and has written
for the New York Times, Psychology Today, the New York
Daily News, and AOL. Stern was raised in India, Egypt,
Morocco, and Jamaica, where her father served as the
Korean Ambassador. She is a graduate of Wellesley College,
e Fletcher School of Law and Diplomacy and Columbia
University’s Graduate School of Journalism.

(Continued from page one)

both the story and the method by which she had researched
Foster and other accused witches. Months of immersing herself in an abundance of 17th-century Salem sources led Schiﬀ
to begin to understand how delusion and fear could overtake
a community. Yet to truly understand the story, one has to
suspend the notion of rationality and allow the delusion.
“Bewilderment is crucial,” Schiﬀ said, and ended her
talk with the words of Henry James: “If we were never
bewildered, there would never be a story to tell about us.”
Aer a series of questions from the audience, guests
enjoyed a champagne reception while meeting and chatting
with the author and friends from the community, including
those committee members responsible for the event. In
addition to Bierwirth, Hill, and Saluti mentioned above,
Judy Foley, Lorraine Shanley, Ellen de Saint Phalle, and Bob
Riggs contributed to making the Brendan Gill event another
successful gi from the Conservancy to the community.
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“You pick a subject that takes you where you want to travel,”
Schiﬀ said. “Each is a diﬀerent journey. ere is something
thrilling about being able to inhabit another place…that
sense that you’re leading a dual life, having that other world
with you wherever you go.” Salem, the subject of her most
recent book, “crept up on me steadily,” Schiﬀ said. “But that
episode and its trials are an American obsession—they are
in our DNA. What possessed young girls to accuse their
mothers, and neighbors to accuse each other, of witchcra,
so that, in the end, 14 women, ﬁve men, and two dogs were
executed? How could the rational voices of religious and
civic authority, in a community highly educated for its time,
be drowned out?”
Tracing the origins of witches to the Bible and the early
settlers’ European ancestry, and placing them within the
accepted beliefs and worldview of the time, Schiﬀ used the
character of one accused witch, Ann Foster, to illuminate
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Bewitching Lecture

Karen Lawrence, President of Sarah Lawrence College, Barbara Tierney
and Dr. Peter Lawrence, Chief of Vascular Surgery and Director of the
Gonda Vascular Center at the David Geffen School of Medicine at UCLA

Erin Saluti and Jack Bierwirth, co-chairs, Bronxville Historical Conservancy;
Marilynn Hill, Gill Lecture chair; and author Stacy Schiff

LOCAL HISTORY  Brought to Life in the Classroom
by Jack Bierwirth
As part of Eastchester’s 350th anniversary celebration,
the three school districts—Bronxville, Tuckahoe, and
Eastchester—collaborated on a local history project
sponsored exclusively by the Bronxville Historical
Conservancy with $10,000 in funding. By developing
instructional modules—plays, projects, research, and
classroom lessons—students learned about the rich
history of the area.
While local history had long been part of the school
curriculum in the three districts, the schools’ eﬀorts during
the 350th celebration vastly exceeded all prior eﬀorts in
scope, sophistication and the numbers of students involved.
“We are so delighted to partner with the Bronxville
Historical Conservancy,” said Dr. Mara Koetke, Bronxville
Director of Curriculum and Instruction. “e Bronxville
Promise, dedicated to developing students as leaders, critical

thinkers, engaged citizens, and innovators, suggests that
learning should extend beyond the walls of the classroom.”
e three school districts will continue to work together
during the summer of 2016 to develop instructional modules
that will become a permanent part of each district’s
curriculum. Once the curriculum modules have been
developed, the districts will provide teachers with
instructional training. e resources of the Conservancy,
such as the digitized local newspapers, the works of art at
Village Hall and the research conducted by various
Conservancy members will be made available.
“Partnerships with community organizations such
as the Conservancy help to enrich the learning of our
students and make connections between the present and
the past,” Koetke said. “We are thrilled to have this
opportunity and excited for the future.”
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The Bronxville Historical Conservancy was founded in 1998 to further the understanding and appreciation of the history and current life of
the Village of Bronxville, New York.The Conservancy furthers its mission through the presentation of programs, publications, lectures and
special events that foster an awareness of the village’s architectural, artistic and cultural heritage and lends its support for projects designed
to strengthen and preserve those legacies. If you would like to become a member, visit our website www.bronxvillehistoricalconservancy.org
or mail a check for $50 or more to P.O. Box 989, Bronxville, N.Y. 10708.
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Co-chairs:
Jack Bierwirth
Erin Saluti
Ellen de Saint Phalle
Bill Dowling
Judy Foley
Donald Gray
Peter Hicks
Marilynn Hill
Anderson Kenny
Michelle McBride
Staﬀord Meyer
Robert Riggs

Lorraine Shanley
Nick Stephens
Irena Choi Stern
Judy Unis
Nancy Vittorini
Dale Walker
Jayne Warman
Bob Wein
Tom Welling
Bill Zambelli

Ex-oﬃcio
Mary Marvin, Mayor
Eloise Morgan, Village Historian

Limited copies of
“Out of the Wilderness”
Out of the Wilderness: e
Emergence of Eastchester,
Tuckahoe & Bronxville, a
striking full color book
published to mark the 350th
anniversary of the Town of
Eastchester and its villages,
is nearly sold out.
e book covers the
founding and growth of
Eastchester beginning in 1664
and provides both context
and extensive detail about
Bronxville, including its
mid-19th-century expansion when the Harlem railroad passed
through the area, its incorporation as a village, the growth of its
public schools, and life during the Depression.
Anyone with an interest in Bronxville history should have a
copy, and only about three dozen books remain, according to
Village Historian Eloise L. Morgan. Out of the Wilderness can be
purchased from Ms. Morgan (rcmelm@aol.com), Eastchester Town
Hall, Bronxville Village Hall, or Womrath Bookshop.

